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 Samuel Taggart was born in Pittsburgh, Pa., on May 
10, 1841. Taggart, an Ulster name meaning "priest" in Gaelic, is 
an appropriate one, Samuel having early resolved to make the 
clergy, albeit Protestant and Presbyterian, his calling in life. He 
received a good education, eventually entering Westminster 
College, New Wilmington, Pa., from which he was graduated in 
June 1862. 

 After graduating he enlisted in Company H, 123rd 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, a nine-month regiment. Appointed 
first sergeant of his company, Taggart fought with it in the bat-
tles of Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, and was 
mustered out in May 1863. 

 He then entered the United Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. While a student at the Seminary in the 
winter of 1863-64, Taggart laid aside his books and organized a 
company of infantry. The unit was assigned as Company I, of 
the 116th Pennsylvania Volunteers, serving in the Irish Brigade, 
with Taggart commanding. 

 The regiment's commander, Col. St. Clair A. Mulhol-
land, had only the most reverent and glowing praise of Taggart, 
and his service in the 116th, evidenced in his remarks in the 
unit's regimental history. Said Mulholland, speaking of 
Taggart's devotion to his men's spiritual welfare: "Captain Sam-
uel Taggart would hold a meeting for prayer where the larger 
number of the men would gather in reverence and devotion," of 
his courage: "Captains Nowlen, Megraw and Taggart were eve-
rywhere on the line, keeping the men together and showing the 
greatest valor," and of his patriotism, admonishing one fearful 
straggler after a battle: "If you had been killed you would have 
lived in the hearts of your countrymen." 

 On August 25, 1864, at Ream's Station, Virginia, Cap-
tain Samuel Taggart was slain in battle. Learning that the regi-
ment's acting commander, Capt. Garrett Nowlen, had just fallen, 
Taggart, now in command, calmly strode to the spot where 
Nowlen had been shot. His men shouted "Hurry, Captain; they 
may kill you, too." As he reached the heavily exposed position, 
he too, was cut down, shot through the body. 

 His men carried him to the rear and laid him beside 
Nowlen. He would only live a few more minutes, "the smile 
never leaving his face for a moment, and his pure spirit as-
cended to heaven, bright with the light of battle and radiant with 
the light of a stainless life." 

 

Captain and Brevet Major Samuel Taggart, killed at Reams 
Station, August 25, 1864  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grave of Capt. Samuel Taggart, Allegheny Cemetery, 
Pittsburgh, Pa  
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Report of 1st SG Madden, Eighty-eighth New York Infan-
try. Camp near Waxhaw North Carolina: Battle of Wil son 
Store 
Col. Schaffer Commander of 136 NY Infantry: 

Col. Schaffer: The men of the Eighty –eight New York arrived 
in camp late in the date of May 14, 1865.We had a long hard 
march and camped just south of town. We would be in search of 
confederates in the morning in town and the surrounding coun-
try side. The men were exhausted from the heat and lack of 
food. The men were ordered to search for food and water once 
we arrived in camp. 

On the morning of the May 15, The Eighty- Eighth NY fell in 
with 136 NY men. Our orders were to march into town by from 
the East in a flanking position to the remaining Union force, the 
11th Iowa. As we approach the town we began to hear gun fire. 
Dismounted Calvary had engaged the enemy and were falling 
back to the south of town, the 11th Iowa was in reserve and was 
ordered forward. Col. Schaffer gave the command for the 
88thNY to march into town and hit the rebels in there left flank. 

We march at the double quick, enter the main street of the town 
and quickly form a battle line. The company fire at the rebels 
directly into their flank with devastating results, soon the one 
complete company of rebels was either dead or capture. One 
Company of Confederates managed to escape the carnage and 
retreated to the north on the railroad tracks. The 88thny pursued 
them and keep the fire hot , as the rebels retreated in good order, 
turning to fire on our position as they moved north. We pushed 
the rebels out of town. We march north of town and saw the 
enemy had reformed. The 11th Iowa pushed forward while the 
88th march to the east through the woods to hit the rebels from 
the rear. As we enter the clearing from the woods we found our 
position to be to the rear and on the right flank of the enemy. 
One Company of rebels , move to refuse the flank. We engaged 
for several rounds of fire. Pushing the enemy back and they 
were soon in a cross fire between the 88thNY and 11th Iowa. 
The Confederates made a quick retreat off the field of battle. 
The 11th Iowa captured the artillery piece. We had won the 
Day! 
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May 16th 

The morning was hot and humid. The men were exhausted from 
the previous days battle. We established a defensive position on 
good ground. The Confederates were reported to be in the area 
North of our position forming up to engage us. The battle began 
with two companies of confederates marching toward our posi-
tion. Our New National Flag (hand made by Pvt. Fulton and his 
Wife Nattily) and our battle flag was a rallying point for our men. 
The 136 NY was position in the rear as reserves but we soon sur-
prise by a company of rebels attacking from the rear. Our position 
was in grave danger. The 11th Iowa held of the frontal assault as 
we retreated to the rear to preserve our colors and save as many 
men as possible. We retreated in good order. Although we lost the 
field we did inflict many casualties to the enemy. 

Respectfully submitted, 
1st SG O’Madden 
Co. B 88th NYSI 
2nd Reg. Irish Brigade. 

 

 The decades preceding the outbreak of the American 
Civil War witnessed an unprecedented influx of immigrants who 
sought security and opportunity in America. The overwhelming 
majority of these foreign born settled in the North and were espe-
cially attracted to urban areas or communities where their compa-

triots were already established. From 1820 to 1860 approximately 
four million people immigrated to the fledgling United States. The 
majority of these came from: 

· The German States (c. 500,000) particularly after the social 
and political upheaval of the 1848 revolution; 

· Ireland (c. 1,000,000) most as a result of economic hardships 
brought on by the infamous "Potato Famine"; 

· England (c. 300,000) many of whom came from the de-
pressed areas of Scotland and Wales. 

 Although newly arrived, these hearty souls adapted 
quickly. Most took out American citizenship, sent their children to 
school and in the case of the Germans, made attempts to learn 
English. Politically, most were loyal to the Union, with many sup-
porting the Republican party. The Irish were an exception to this, 
however, as they became ardent Democrats, forming the backbone 
of the machine politics of the great cities of the East. Upon the 
outbreak of hostilities of 1861, these ethnic groups responded to 
Lincoln's call for troops in stirring fashion. Often, men from the 
same background and origin banded together to form regiments 
from the states where they had settled. Others joined local units 
and served with their native born neighbors. The overwhelming 
majority of these foreign born immigrants served loyally and well 
in the Union armies. It was an absolute falsehood, however, that 
the majority of all Federal troops were foreign born, as was an oft 
repeated assertion of the Southern and British press of the time. 
Based on enlistment rolls and other official reports and stated in 
round figures, out of approximately 2,000,000 Union soldiers 
enlisted during the war over two-thirds (2/3) were native born 
Americans. Thus, only under one-third (1/3) of all troops were 
non-natives distributed approximately as follows: 

· German c. 200,000 

· Irish c. 150,000 

· British c. 150,000 

· Canadians c. 50,000 

· others c. 75,000 (mostly European) 

 Comparing the percentage of native and immigrant 
troops to the total population of the North (c. 21,000,000) reveals 
that the per capita percentage total enlistments from both groups is 
approximately equal. Thus, we can assert that the foreign troops 
did their fair share of service in their adopted land for the cause of 
Union. Overall comparison of the ethnic makeup of the regiments 
in Federal service shows that: 

·  in 75% of these units the majority was of native American 
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birth; 

·  in 7% the majority were German; 

·  in 6% the majority were Irish; 

·  in a further 6% the proportion of native to non-native born 
was equal 

·  in the the remaining 6% we find a mixture of troops of di-
verse origin, including Colored troops. 

 The contribution of the foreign born immigrant troops to 
the cause of the Union was decisive in securing victory over the 
Confederacy. The loyalty and patriotism of these new Americans, 
with a few exceptions, never flagged. Their efforts helped insure a 
united country and a secure future for the nation. 

 Since most foreign born troops were scattered throughout 
the volunteer state regiments, it is difficult to single out any 
"American" regiments for the outstanding individual contributions 
of its foreign born elements. One need only scan the muster rolls 
of the average Union regiment to recognize the significant roll of 
the foreign born whose names appear there. 

 As a typical case of an immigrant who served most admi-
rably in a non ethnic regiment, I can state the record of Michael 
Dougherty, buried in St. Mark's Cemetery in Bristol, Pennsylvania 
who enlisted in a company of cavalry composed of mostly Irish 
immigrants from the Northern Liberties section of Philadelphia, 
which was mustered into the 13th Pennsylvania cavalry regiment. 
The majority of this regiment were native born. For valor in action 
in Virginia in 1864, Dougherty received the Medal of Honor. 

 It is easier, however, to chronicle the service and record 
of regiments wholly or mostly composed of a particular foreign 
origin, in order to illustrate the role of these troops in the Civil 
War. The listing which follows attempts to name some of the 
more famous of the foreign units. 

German speaking elements 

 Immigration from the German speaking areas of Europe, 
including the as yet un-united German states, Austria, Switzer-
land, Alsace-Lorraine, etc. was particularly heavy prior to the 
Civil War, mainly because of economic and political troubles 
which culminated in the revolution of 1848. These new settlers 
had not had enough opportunity to become assimilated and re-
tained their language and customs despite their intense loyalty and 
feelings for their new homeland. 

 The Germans, or "Dutch" as they were derisively called 

(Deutsche is the German word for "German," hence the confusion 
with the name for Hollanders) were resented by their native born 
neighbors, as are all new immigrant at the 1st Battle of Bull Run. 

 McClellan granted Blenker permission to form a division 
of German regiments from the Army of the Potomac. 

Blenker's German Division 

1st Brigade: (Stahel) 8th, 39th, 45th N.Y., 27th Penn. 2nd Bri-
gade: (Steinwehr) 29th, 54th, 68th N.Y., 73rd Penn. 3rd Brigade: 
(Bohlen) 41st, 58th N.Y., 74th, 75th Penn., 4th N.Y. Cavalry with 
Schirmer's, Wiedrich's, Sturmfels' Artillery batteries. 

 The division was assigned to Fremont's corps in the 
Mountain department and the Shenandoah Valley. Command 
passed to Carl Schurtz. The division under Schurz was incorpo-
rated into Franz Sigel's corps of Pope's Army of Virginia. In Sep-
tember of 1862, shortly before Antietam, the army corps was reor-
ganized and the German division now mixed with American regi-
ments became the IX Corps of the Army of the Potomac, initially 
under Sigel, then entrusted to Oliver O. Howard just before the 
battle of Chancellorsville. Transferred to the Western army, the 
corps merged with the XII Corps to form the XX Corps in April 
1864. The XX Corps served under Sherman in the West until the 
end of the war. By the time of the consolidation the German char-
acter of any unit larger than a regiment had been lost through field 
losses, muster out, conscripts and an admixture of Americans. 

 One unique regiment forming an original part of the 
Blenker division is noteworthy. The "Garibaldi Guards" (the 39th 
New York Volunteer Infantry) was composed mainly of Italians 
and Germans, but with a unique admixture of men included real 
Zouaves from Algiers, foreign legionnaires, Cossacks, Indian Se-
poys, Turks, Slavs, Swiss, Spaniards and Austrians. Its com-
mander, Colonel D'Utassy, was a Hungarian who had been a cir-
cus trick rider. He proved to be a rogue, however, later spending 
time in prison. The unit was uniformed in the distinctive green and 
plumes of the Italian Bersaglieri -- light Infantry. 

The Irish 

 Arriving in America mainly to escape social and eco-
nomic deprivations in their homeland, the Irish flocked to our 
shores in the two decades preceding the Civil War. Settling for the 
most part in the urban centers of the North, they formed a most 
powerful minority. The Irish were to be found mostly in Massa-
chusetts, New York, Pennsylvania and the urban areas of other 
Northern states. Although they spoke English, they were often the 
object of scorn and hatred from the native born population due to 
religious, cultural and class differences. In addition, the native 
born Americans feared they would form a cheap labor source and 
take away jobs. 
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 The Irish were mostly loyal to the Democratic party, but 
many enthusiastically answered Lincoln's call for troops to defend 
the Union only, since abolitionist sentiment was low among them. 
Mention of the Irish in the Civil War brings immediate thought to 
the most celebrated Irish organization in the Union army, the Irish 
Brigade. Organized by Thomas Francis Meagher of New York, it 
was composed of the "Fighting 69th" New York Infantry Regi-
ment (originally a militia unit), the 63rd, and 88th New York, the 
28th Massachusetts and later the 116th Pennsylvania. The Irish 
Brigade distinguished itself through all the great battles in the 
East, priding itself on the fact that it never lost a flag or a gun to 
the enemy. Later in the war as the ranks filled with conscripts, 
however, the Brigade did suffer some humiliation. 

 There were several other wholly or mainly Irish regi-
ments which served in the Union armies from New England (the 
9th Massachusetts, for example) to Wisconsin (the 11th Wiscon-
sin), but most Irish were dispersed throughout the units of the 
American born. They were also well represented in the small 
Regular Army. 

Other nationalities 

 Other groups which made significant communal efforts 
within the Federal armies also deserve to be mentioned. Though 
their numbers are small in relation to the Germans and Irish, they 
loyally answered the call to defend their adopted land. 

French 

 The 55th New York Volunteer Infantry (the Lafayette 
Guard) organized by Count Philippe Rigs de Trobriand and com-
posed of many French residents of New York, distinguished itself 
on the field of battle early in the war. Later it was consolidated 
with the 46th New York. 

Italians 

 The 39th New York (the Garibaldi Guard) contained 
many Italians, but this unit was mostly German speaking and 
boasted a large and diverse contigent of ex-patriots from around 
the world. 

Poles 

 The 58th New York (Pulaski Guard) contained many 
German speaking Poles from the Prussian and Austrian ruled sec-
tions of partioned Poland. Its commander, Colonel Krzyzanowski, 
was a brigade commander of the XI Corps at Gettysburg. 

Scandinavians 

 Large numbers of hearty Norwegians and Swedes had 
recently settled in the mid-West, particularly Wisconsin and Min-
nesota, prior to the Civil War. These Scandinavians answered the 
call to service and formed some ethnic units which served in the 
Western campaigns. Perhaps the most famous of these was the 
15th Wisconsin, whose commander, Colonel Heg, died at Chicka-
mauga. 

Scottish 

 The famous 79th New York "Highlanders" was com-
posed principally of men of Scottish birth. They sported kilts, bon-
nets, and were accompanied by the bagpipes, but at the battle of 
1st Bull Run wore tartan "trews" (trousers) of the Cameron clan, 
to honor its Colonel. Though they did once mutiny, they later gave 
good service in action. 

 The number of ethnic regiments in the Union army is 
small compared to the vast number of units raised. But most im-
migrants scattered throughout the Northern states ended up joining 
their neighbors in local organizations, thus effectively bringing 
their contribution to an individual level indistinguishable from the 
American born majority. 

 Also lost from view are the contributions of the English 
and Canadian immigrants who served nobly and for the most part 

��
�������	���
����������
�
���������	�
��
��������������



��

anonymously alongside their American born brothers-in-arms. 
Many varied peoples from all areas of the earth seemed to have 
participated in the cause of Union. There were even American 
Indian regiments raised in the West. Attempts were made to attract 
Mexicans to the ranks, and several thousand immigrant Jews 
served with distinction, one being awarded with the Medal of 
Honor for valor. There were also reports that Orientals saw some 
limited action. 

 America is a land of great diversity, and nothing is more 
diverse than the myriad of origins of its people. We are an immi-
grant nation whose ancestors sought opportunity in a new home-
land. As if to demonstrate their belief in an eventual united people 
and hope for the future, they wholeheartedly supported the Union 
cause in the Civil War. This support was paid in both blood and 
sweat, for these recent arrivals fought and died in every battle and 
engagement of the war, and they who stayed at home provided the 
labor to clothe, feed and supply the armies. By their deeds did 
these newly arrived prove their devotion to the cause of Union. 
Without their considerable contributions, it is very doubtful 
whether the Union could have been preserved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAVY BEAN SOUP 

Soak the beans overnight or for at least 8-12 hours before begin-
ning the recipe. Cook in cast iron for better flavor and an authentic 
re-enactment. 

1 Cup (8 oz) dried navy beans 

5 Cups water 

1/2 pound salt pork or slab bacon 

2 large carrots or 1 cup chopped 

1 large onion or 3/4 Cup chopped 

1 large potato, unpeeled, but cut into 1/2 inch pieces 

1 tsp. salt 

1/2 tsp. pepper 

Wash the beans in a colander and pick out and discard any discol-
ored ones or pieces of dirt. 

Place the beans in a large stock pot or Dutch oven covered with 
water at least 2 inches above the beans and allow to soak over-
night. Drain the beans. Add 5 cups water, salt pork, carrots and 
onions to the beans. Stir the mixture. Bring to a boil, cover, reduce 
the heat to a simmer and simmer the beans at least 45 minutes or 
until the beans are tender. Add the chopped potatoes salt and pep-
per. Bring to a boil. Cover and cook about 15 more minutes or 
until the potatoes are fork tender. 
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  "If there is any place on God's fair earth where wickedness 
'stalketh abroad in daylight' it is in the army," wrote a Confederate 
soldier in a letter to his family back home. Indeed, life in the army 
camps of the Civil War was fraught with boredom, mischief, fear, 
disease, and death. 

        Army regulations called for the camps to be laid out in a 
fixed grid pattern, with officers' quarters at the front end of each 
street and enlisted men's quarters aligned to the rear. The camp 
was set up roughly along the lines the unit would draw up in a line 
of battle and each company displayed its colors on the outside of 
its tents. Regulations also defined where the mess tents, medical 
cabins, and baggage trains should be located. Often, however, lack 
of time or a particularly hilly or narrow terrain made it impossible 
to meet army regulations. The campgrounds themselves were of-
ten abysmal, especially in the South where wet weather produced 
thick mud for extended periods in the spring and summer; in the 
winter and fall, the mud turned to dust. 

        In summer, troops slept in canvas tents. At the beginning of 
the war, both sides used the Sibley tent, named for its inventor, 
Henry H. Sibley, who later became a Confederate brigadier gen-
eral. A large cone of canvas, 18 feet in diameter, 12 feet tall, and 
supported by a center pole, the tent had a circular opening at the 
top for ventilation, and a cone-shaped stove for heat. Although 
designed to fit a dozen men comfortably, army regulations as-

signed about 20 men to each tent, leading to cramped, uncomfort-
able quarters. When ventilation flaps were closed on cold or rainy 
days, the air inside the tent became fetid with the odors of men 
who had scarce access to clean water in which to bathe. 

        As the war dragged on, the Sibley was replaced with smaller 
tents. The Federal armies favored the wedge tent, a six-foot length 
of canvas draped over a horizontal ridgepole and staked to the 
ground at the sides with flaps that closed. off one end. When can-
vas became scarce in the South, many Confederates were forced to 
rig open-air beds by heaping straw or leaves between two logs. In 
autumn and winter, those units that were able to find wood built 
crude huts, laying split logs on the earth floor and fashioning 
bunks with mattresses of pine needles. 

        When not in battle, which was at least three quarters of the 
time, the average soldier's day began at 5 A.M. in the summer and 
6 A.M. in the winter, when he was awakened by reveille. After the 
first sergeant took the roll call, the men ate breakfast then pre-
pared for their first of as many as five drill sessions during the 
day. Here the men would learn how to shoot their weapons and 
perform various maneuvers. Drill sessions lasted approximately 
two hours each and, for most men, were exceptional exercises in 
tedium. One soldier described his days in the army like this: "The 
first thing in the morning is drill. Then drill, then drill again. Then 
drill, drill, a little more drill. Then drill, and lastly drill." 

        In the few intervals between drill, soldiers cleaned the camp, 
built roads, dug trenches for latrines, and gathered wood for cook-
ing and heating. Finding clean water was a constant goal: the lack 
of potable water was a problem that led to widespread disease in 
both armies. At the outset of the war, the soldiers on both sides 
were relatively well-fed: the mandated daily ration for a Federal 
soldier in 1861 included at least 20 ounces of fresh or salt beef, or 
12 ounces of salt pork; more than a pound of flour, and a vegeta-
ble, usually beans. Coffee, salt, vinegar, and sugar were provided 
as well. Supplies became limited when armies were moving fast 
and supply trains could not reach them in the field. 

        When in the field, soldiers saw little beef and few vegetables; 
they subsisted for the most part on salt pork, dried beans, corn 
bread, and hardtack-a flour-and-water biscuit often infested with 
maggots and weevils after storage. Outbreaks of scurvy were com-
mon due to a frequent lack of fresh fruits and vegetables. 

        By far, the most important staple in the minds of the soldiers 
was coffee. Men pounded the beans between rocks or crushed 
them with the butts of their rifles to obtain grounds with which to 
brew the strong drink. Although most Federals were well-supplied 
with coffee, the Confederates were often forced to make do with 
substitutes made from peanuts, potatoes, peas, and chicory. 
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        Most armies were forced at some point to live off the land. 
The Confederates, who fought mostly on home ground, tried 
harder to curb pillaging, preferring to request donations from 
townspeople rather than steal supplies or take them by force. At-
tached to most armies was the sutler, a purveyor of all goods not 
issued by the army, including tobacco, candy, tinned meats, shoe-
laces, patent medicines, fried pies, and newspapers. Sutlers were 
known for their steep prices and shoddy goods, but soldiers des-
perate for cigarettes, sweets, and news from home were willing to 
use their pay for these treats. 

        Boredom stalked both armies almost as often as did hunger. 
When not faced with the sheer terror of battle, the days in camp 
tended to drag endlessly. The sheer tedium of camp life led the 
men to find recreational outlets. "There is some of the onerest men 
here that I ever saw," wrote a new recruit, "and the most swearing 
and card playing and fitin [fighting] and drunkenness that I ever 
saw at any place." 

        When not drilling or 
standing guard, the 
troops read, wrote letters 
to their loved ones, and 
played any game they 
could devise, including 
baseball, cards, boxing 
matches, and cockfights. 
One competition in-
volved racing lice or 
cockroaches across a 
strip of canvas. As hard 
as most commanders 
attempted to control vice 
in camp, both gambling 
and drinking were ram-
pant, especially after 
payday. Confederate 
General Braxton Bragg concurred: "We have lost more valuable 
lives at the hands of whiskey sellers than by the balls of our ene-
mies." 

        Army regulations prohibited the purchase of alcohol by 
enlisted men, and soldiers who violated the rule were punished, 
but men on both sides found ways around it. Members of a Mis-
sissippi company got a half a gallon of whisky past the camp 
guards by concealing it in a hollowed-out watermelon; they then 
buried the melon beneath the floor of their tent and drank from it 

with a long straw. If they could not buy liquor, they made it. One 
Union recipe called for "bark juice, tar-water, turpentine, brown 
sugar, lamp oil, and alcohol." 

        When not drinking or gambling, some men escaped the te-
dium of daily army life by enjoying "horizontal refreshments," as 
visiting prostitutes became known. Thousands of prostitutes 
thronged the cities in the war zones and clustered about the camps. 
By 1862, for instance, Washington, D.C., had 450 bordellos and at 
least 7,500 full-time prostitutes; Richmond, as the center of prosti-
tution in the Confederacy, had about an equal number. Venereal 
disease among soldiers was prevalent and largely uncontrolled. 
About eight percent of the soldiers in the Union army were treated 
for venereal disease during the war and a great many cases were 
unreported; figures for the Confederacy are unavailable, but as-
sumed to be about equal in proportion. With the invention of peni-
cillin more than 70 years away, treating venereal disease with 
herbs and minerals such as pokeweed, elderberries, mercury, and 
zinc sulfate may have eased symptoms but did nothing to cure the 
disease. 

        Even more pervasive 
than boredom, gambling, 
or venereal disease was 
homesickness. Men spent 
more time writing letters 
and hoping to receive 
them than any other lei-
sure activity. Furloughs 
were rarely granted, and 
most soldiers had few 
opportunities to spend 
extended periods of time 
away from the army. Fed-
eral troops were often 
stationed too far from 
home to have time to get 
home, while Southern 
armies, short of man-
power, needed every 

available soldier to fight. For better or worse, Civil War soldiers 
were forced to call camp home for the duration of their terms of 
service. 

Folks—June 14th is Flag Day here in America. A good friend of 
mine, named Pete Kannenberg, sent me this story.  

 Navy Ship Wasp (note the Grand Union Flag) 
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On November 16, 1776 The island of St. Eustatius in the West 
Indies was the first country to acknowledge our flag by firing a 
salute to a Continental ship flying the Grand Union Flag. 

 On June 14, 1777 the Continental Congress adopted a 
resolution “...that the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, 
alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new constellation.” The stars represented 

Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, 
New York, North Carolina and Rhode Island. 

 On May 1, 1795 the new flag was increased to 15 stars 
and 15 stripes to include both Vermont and Kentucky. In later 
changes the number of stripes was reduced back to 13, since it was 
apparent that added stripes for states would result in a cumber-
some flag. Additional states were represented by stars. Also, the 
date of each new flag is always July 4. This is not necessarily the 
date the State was admitted to the Union. 

 On September 14, 1814 Francis Scott Key wrote 
“Defense of Fort McHenry”, a poem which was set to the tune of 

a British drinking song called “The Anacreontic Song”. This be-
came the National Anthem in 1931 and is referred to as “The Star 
Spangled Banner”. 

 Flag Day was first observed in 1877. In 1916 President 
Woodrow Wilson established Flag Day as an annual national cele-
bration. Congress passed the National Flag Day Bill in 1949, rec-
ognizing Flag Day officially. Flag day is June 14, the anniversary 
of the Resolution by the Continental Congress in 1777. 

Date flag established New States Number of stars 

July 4, 1818 Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana, Mississippi 20 

July 4, 1819 Illinois 21 

July 4, 1820 Alabama, Maine 23 

July 4, 1822 Missouri 24 

July 4, 1836 Arkansas 25 

July 4, 1837 Michigan 26 

July 4, 1845 Florida 27 

July 4, 1846 Texas 28 

July 4, 1847 Iowa 29 

July 4, 1848 Wisconsin 30 

July 4, 1851 California 31 

July 4, 1858 Minnesota 32 

July 4, 1859 Oregon 33 

 Ft. Sumter was bombarded on April 12, 1861 (During the 
Civil War, President Lincoln refused to allow any stars to be re-
moved from the flag) 

July 4, 1861 Kansas 34 

July 4, 1863 West Virginia 35 

Lee and Grant signed the surrender on April 9, 1865; it was made 
effective April 12 

July 4, 1865 Nevada 36 

July 4, 1867 Nebraska 37 

July 4, 1877 Colorado 38 

July 4,1890 North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Washington, 
Idaho 43 

July 4, 1891 Wyoming 44 

July 4, 1896 Utah 45 

July 4, 1908 Oklahoma 46 
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July 4, 1912 New Mexico 47 

Arizona 48 

 June 24, 1912 On this date the Executive Order of Presi-
dent Taft established the proportions of the flag and provided for 
arrangement of the stars in six horizontal rows of eight each, with 
a single point of each star upward. 

 June 14, 1923 On this date, the National Flag Code was 
adopted by a conference of the American Legion, providing fixed 
rules governing display of the flag. The Flag Code did not become 
law until June 22 1942 when it became part of Title 36, U.S. 
Code. It is a set of guidelines with no penalties. It is not illegal to 
respectfully display the flag in contravention to the code. 

 January 3, 1959 On this date an Executive Order of Presi-
dent Eisenhower provided for the arrangement of the stars in 
seven rows of seven stars each, staggered horizontally and verti-
cally. 

July 4, 1959 Alaska 49 

 August 21, 1959 On this date an Executive Order of 
President Eisenhower provided for the arrangement of the stars in 
nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and eleven rows of stars 
staggered vertically. 

July 4, 1960 Hawaii 50 

 July 20, 1969. The flag was placed on the moon by Neil 
Armstrong. 
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